
Delivering Essential  
Veterinary Care to Dogs 
and Cats in Need 

FAST FACTS  In poverty-stricken communities, roaming dogs are in danger from malnutrition, disease, cruel abuse and traffic accidents.

 IFAW’s companion animals projects have treated, 
sheltered and cared for over 160,000 cats and dogs in 
some of the neediest communities in the world.  IFAW ‘spay-a-thons’ in Cape Town, SA can sterilize 

up to 100 cats and dogs a day.
 Humane pet care and population control education 
for the community is a part of every IFAW companion 
animal project. 

The problem:
Loyal and kind, pets love us unconditionally. In the 
world’s poorest communities, pets are all some people 
have. Sadly, in these impoverished corners of the 
world, dogs and cats suffer from disease, starvation 
and injury. And the suffering of these pets adds to 
the suffering of their owners who have to stand by 
helplessly and watch the companion animal they love 
suffer in pain. 
A lack of veterinary care in these communities means 
that dogs and cats are not spayed or neutered, and all 
too often unwanted animals end up on the streets, 
left to fend for themselves. Concerns about roaming 
packs of dogs and diseases like rabies, lead to stray 
animals becoming labeled as pests or health risks and 
often they suffer from abuse and meet cruel deaths.

Our solution:
IFAW helps dogs and cats in very poor communities 
around the world. Working in towns and villages, by 
invitation of community leaders, IFAW veterinarians 
and staff spay/neuter, vaccinate and care for 
companion animals. We work closely with local 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Persuade everyone you know 
who has a pet to have it spayed or neutered.

Adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buying one from a 
pet shop or breeder.

DONATE  Your gift will help our mobile clinics bring 
veterinary care to dogs and cats that need it most. To donate, 
go to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on 1-800-932-4329.

communities to re-home pets abandoned on the 
streets, and we also teach people how to give their 
pets a better and safer life in the future. 
In eight native Cree communities in the remote taiga 
region of Quebec, Canada, and in the Navajo Nation, 
United States, we provide veterinary care to dogs and 
cats and animal welfare education to communities. 
Vaccinations are reducing the spread of contagious 
diseases, while spay/neuter surgeries reduce the 
number of unwanted puppies and kittens. 
In Bali, our mobile vet service and educational 
outreach is persuading authorities there can be a real, 
practical and humane alternative to the needless and 
random killings of dogs – so much so that in 2009 
the government cancelled a dog cull.  
We are bringing desperately needed medical care 
and food to animals in 37 impoverished townships 
across Johannesburg in South Africa, more than 700 
animals are treated each week. Since the CLAW 
project began, the average lifespan of pets has risen 
from just two years to over eight.
At the same time as we provide hands-on care to 
animals, we’re also lobbying governments to put life-
saving laws in place. By 
getting effective animal 
welfare legislation onto 
the statute books in all 
countries, we can protect 
pets from abuse and 
cruelty. 
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